MANSFIELD SCHOOL.

HIS institution, located at Mansfield, Tioga county, had
its origin in a desire to establish a model school for the
State Normal School of the Fifth District. Its proprietor,
Prof. F. A. Allen, who was, at its commencement, Prin-

cipal of the Normal School, finding it impossible to make a satisfac-
tory model school out of the pupils in the town, determined to pro-
cure, if possible, a limited number of soldiers’ orphans for whose
education and maintenance the State had made provision. To this
end, he made application to the Superintendent of Soldiers’ Orphans
for twenty-five boys and twenty-five girls; and, on the 1st of Oc-
tober, 1867, the school was opened. At the close of the year, the
number in attendance was sixty-three. ‘The educational department
was at once organized as a model school, and placed under the
charge of normal graduates, and this, at the same time, constituted
the school of practice for the seniors of the Normal School, they, in
turn, teaching quite a number of classes.

The difficulties to be met and overcome were not unlike those ex-
perienced at other schools, and it is not a matter of surprise that
considerable time elapsed before the heterogeneous material could be
moulded into one harmonious whole. Not only were the pupils
strangers to ‘each othersand to those in whose care they were, but
teachers, and those employed in the domestic and industrial depart-
ments, were unfamiliar with their new duties, and had to learn by
the slow process of experience. During the first year, it was diffi-
cult to obtain suitable help, especially for the work out of the school-
room, and frequent changes were necessarily made before this could
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be accomplished. To properly adjust the various departments, so
that they could run without friction, was not an easy task. No
one connected with the institution had had any practical knowl-
edge of the workings of a school of the kind, and, notwithstanding
the rules and regulations furnished by the State authorities, it re-
quired time and patience before a satisfactory organization could be
perfected. At length, however, perfect system was established, under
the judicious care and persistent efforts of those who had the matter
in hand ; and to Mrs. S. M. Etz, a soldier’s widow, is especial credit
due for her valuable pioneer services in giving shape and character
to the institution while yet in its infancy.

The building at first occupied had been used as a store, and,
though remodelled, was poorly adapted to the purposes of a home
and school. This was no small hindrance to immediate success.
The children, fortunately, did not realize their inconveniences, and
were contented and happy. Very soon after the opening of the school,
it was found impracticable to limit the number of pupils to fifty, as
was originally designed, and other and larger buildings were pur-
chased and erected, as the demands of the school enlarged, till there
were accommodations for over two hundred pupils.

In 1869, when Prof. Allen resigned the Principalship of the Nor-
mal School, the orphan school was changed from a school of practice
to a school of observation, — the results being far from satisfactory,
while the orphans were experimented upon by fledgling seniors. At
this time the school, educationally, was recast and divided into grades,
each having a permanent teacher. In 1870, five grades, or divisions,
of the school were made, each occupying separate rooms, under a
special teacher, and a method of teaching adopted upon the plan
of what Prof. Allen calls “a new departure in education.” This
consists in classifying all the studies under three heads, viz.: lan-
guage, mathematics, and physical science. In regard to this pet
scheme of his, Prof. Allen, in one of his annual reports to the State
Department, says:

“Qur school consists of five grades; these constitute separate and dis-
tinet departments, and are under the immediate supervision and instruc-
tion of one teacher in each. The number of pupils in each grade is about
forty. Three distinct departments of study are daily pursued in each grade,
viz.: language, mathematics, and science. Believing, as we do, that the
elements of these departments of study may be taught successfully to the
youngest child permitted to enter our schools, we select from each such
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branches as seem best to meet the wants of our children, and suchi as we
deem best calculated to develop harmoniously the faculties of body, mind,
and heart. Physiology, botany, and local geography in science — the ele-
ments of geometry and processes in arithmetic and its tables in mathe-
matics—the constant correction of improprieties in speech, and the no
less constant work of teaching how fo tell what they know in good English,
together with the training of each child to write, so that all his school
requests are in writing, and in the department of language we find not
only highly useful, but practicable. Our teaching, in the main, is given
without books. The subject of study, when taken up, is first taken into
the mind and heart of the teacher, who seldom fails ‘to give to it a life
~ and freshness that appetizes the class, thus creating a desire for more.
After each class recitation; pupils are required to reproduce in writing the
lesson before the class. It will be readily seen that this process secures
a closer attention during recitation, greater accuracy in language, and
clearness in thinking. It makes our teachers more studious in prepara-
tion, for without this daily exercise the teaching must be a failure. They
must, of necessity, be far more accurate in statement and definition. But
the limited space of this report will not allow of further details touching
this ‘new departure.’ ”

A more complete account of the educational work of this school
than can be given in this brief sketch may be found in the Circular
of Information of the Bureau of Education, November 6, 1875, page
83. The “mnew departure” is a feature of the school of which
Prof. Allen is proud, and earnestly and persistently advocates; and
he, being a successful teacher and a veteran in the cause of educa-
tion, is certainly entitled to a candid hearing, and his utterances are
worthy of the thoughtful attention of educators of youth.

Two brass bands have been organized at this school, a set of in-
struments costing two hundred and eighty-five dollars purchased, and
the boys frequently discourse excellent music, to the evident delight
of the inmates of the institution and the surrounding villages.

It is to the credit of this school that, from its origin, it has been
in harmony with the rules issued from the State Department,—that
teachers and other employees should, in the dining-room, occupy the
heads of tables, eat the same kind of food as the children, and in-
struct them in the proper use of the knife and fork, and other pro-
prieties.

In the summer of 1872, a farm of one hundred and fifty acres, a
short distance out of town, was purchased, in order to afford em-
ployment and instruction to the boys. Here they work the allotted




MANSFIELD SCHOOL. 483

»

two hours daily, under the eye of a kind-hearted, intelligent, and
practical farmer, and receive that assistance and direction that a
father is wont to bestow upon his own sons. The girls are carefully
taught to do all kinds of housework and plain sewing.

As an act of justice, we would state, before concluding, that Prof.
- V. R. Pratt, a Normal graduate, took charge of this school as Prin-
cipal at the beginning of the second year, and continues to serve in
that capacity. During the past few years, he has had the entire
control and management, as much so as though he were proprietor.
He possesses fine qualifications as a teacher, and is a kind-hearted,
genial gentleman.

TEACHERS,
Miss Myra Horton, Miss Stella Young, Miss Lizzie Haines,
“ F. M. Wright, “ DMinnie Reynolds, | Mr. Burt W. Baker,
“ Flora Brewster, “ Joseph’e Stewart, | Miss Rachel La Rue,

Miss Nettie Hunt.

MATRON.
Miss A. M. Simpson.

EMPLOYEES.
Mrs. Phebe Utley, Mrs. Mary Catlin, Mrs. A. L. White,
“ Sophia Hall, “ Ann Burnham, “  Rhoda Vawegen,
“ Frances Cook, ¢ H. Freeborn, ‘“  Frances Fling,

" Miss Lettie Shellman, “ Charlotte Ingham,! “ Rhoda Bixby.
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