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This is but a small sample of the many 

Scotland School graduates and former students
who served their country



Everybody wants to be somebody



Everybody wants to be somebody



Everybody wants to be somebody



Everybody wants to be somebody



Everybody wants to be somebody



Everybody wants to be part of a community …



Everybody wants to be part of a community …



From Cadets to Vets: 1895 – 2009 (and beyond)

From the Spanish American War 
To

Two World Wars
To 

Korea & Vietnam
To

Middle East Wars
To 

TODAY

Scotland School Cadets frequently traded 
their Cadet uniforms for  

the uniform of their country 



Is there a missing story?
or corrections needed?

Contact either of the aboveby Historic Archives

Research by Robb Avery ‘96

Presentation by William Peck, Jr.
son ’42, ’50, grandson 1902

January 30, 2026



Spanish American War



World War I Veterans

Page 1 of 2

28th Infantry Division (Pennsylvania)



World War I Veterans

Page 2 of 2

28th Infantry Division (Pennsylvania)
American Corporal shaking hands with a 
German officer – 1 day after Armistice Day



World War II Veterans

Page 1 of 3

*denotes fatalities



World War II Veterans, Page 2 of 3

*denotes fatalities



World War II 
Veterans

Page 3 of 3

28th Infantry Division
Marching down
Champs Elysees, Paris
August 29, 1944

*denotes fatalities



Four Seniors miss Graduation 
due to War Department Orders

1. Harold Kline
2. Thomas Brown
3. Garnet Heller
4. Richard Pompeo

1 2 

3 

4 
2 

1939

Public Opinion, May 23, 1939
Page 1



In the thick of the war, most of the men donned the uniform 
and at least one woman – Elizabeth (Betty) Zuber



Letter to his wife:
“Think of the school I attended. 
That’s where I’m stationed”

1942
James Brady, Class of 1942
US Army Air Corps, 25+ years
Highly decorated WW II Pilot
Distinguished Flying Cross Medal

25 Combat bombing missions as 
Pilot-in-Command over North Africa 
and Western Europe, including D-Day

Legacy:
son John Jr. US Navy, 20+ years
daughter Jana USAF, Lt Col, 20+ years



1942 William Peck, Class of 1942
US Army 1944-46, Sergeant

At Scotland from 1930 (1st grade) to 
Ass’t Sup’t (retired 1984)

Legacy:

Son Bill Jr., US Army Proud Papa
Grandson Stephen, 

US Army



1943 John Whitehead, Class of 1943
Class President
US Navy 

Long-time head 
football coach 
at Lehigh

U.S. Navy, 1943-46
Pacific Theater
Motor Torpedo Boats 
- PT Boats
2nd Class Petty Officer



1950’s William “Reb” Thomas
US Navy, 30 years
Enlisted at 16 years old !
Senior Chief Radioman

RIP 2017
Arlington National Cemetery

Legacy:

Son, US Army Captain, then Fairfax Police
Daughter Peggy – US Navy 8 years

Son-in-law, US Marine

Grandson McKenzie – Ohio Army Nat’l Guard, Medical Corps
Grandson Darr – Ohio Army Nat’l Guard, Master Bradley Gunner



Cocker 
brothers William “Skinny”, 

Class of 1957
US Air Force
1957 - 1960

RIP 2013

Tedd, Class of 1960
US Army, 1961 – 1983

Chief Warrant Officer 3
Vietnam 1971-1972

Bronze Star
Meritorious Svc Medal x3

Father John
US Army

WW I



Metzgar brothers

RIP 2013

Herbert                          Garry             Bob                    Greg
    ’64                                   ’68                 ’62                       ‘65
                                        RIP 2019      RIP 2022             RIP 2010

Three Semper Fi’s
and one

Army (Garry)

oorah x 3 !!!
&

one hoo-ah! 



Robert Twaddle
Class of 1963
US Navy 1963 – 1966
3rd Class Electronic Technician

1963



1966

James Brooke, Class of 1966
US Air Force, 5+ years

Jet Engine Mechanic
Amarillo Technical Training Center



1967
Jerry Buffalini, Class of 1967
US Army, ‘67 – 70, Sergeant E-5

Ft. Knox, KY and Heilbronn, Germany
Dental Assistant & 
Company Clerk



1968

Robert Marnick, Class of 1968
US Army, 4 years



1968 Jerry Short, Class of 1968
US Army 1968-72

Vietnam – 
Building spy towers



1973 Mark Moss, US Army ’73–’76
Specialist-4

Louie Polito, US Army, ’73 – ‘76 
Private First Class

Both stationed at 
Ft. Dix, NJ (Basic), Ft. Lee (Advanced),

Manheim Germany thru the buddy program



1974

Crystal Emory, Class of 1974
US Army, 1975 – 1978
Hunter Airfield, Savannah Georgia



1976

9th grade

Bonnie Lowery Pendleton
Class of 1976, US Navy
Aviation Storekeeper, Petty Officer 1st Class
20 years Active 10 years Reserves

Blazing trails for Women – among the
1st on USS Constellation and Ranger.

Battled fires on 
USS Constellation



1983

Tim Peter, Class of 1983
US Navy

Faith. Service. Devotion.

Once a cadet, always a cadet.

Once a sailor, always a veteran.



1983

Todd Whitmire, Class of 1983
US Army, 20+ years

Dedication. Discipline. Courage.

Track Champion –
100 m, 4x100m



1986
Charlotte Baldwin-Wright, Class of 1986

US Air Force, 20+ years, Sr. Master Sergeant
- Security 4 years
- Human Resources 16 years
- Japan, Korea, Texas, Hawaii, Qatar, U Md 

ROTC

She gives thanks to 
- Mr. Strock
- Mr. Brand
- Mr. Frey
- Mr. Engle
- Col Collins

“Discipline and Perseverance were everything”

Faith
Family

Fortitude



1987 Kim Thomas, Angie Davis – early recruits!
Class of 1987
US Navy



1988 Mark Beckwith, Class of 1988
US Navy, Yeoman Petty Officer Third Class E-4
USS Midway

6th grade

Mark with 
proud pappa

RIP 2010

WW II, Navy
Purple Heart

Mark’s hero – 
his son
USMC



1991

Legion of Merit
Bronze Star

Meritorious Service Medal x3

CAPTAIN Tara “Nikki” Smith
Class of 1991

US Navy 1999 – 2026, 27 years!

Shippensburg Univ – 
Psychology B.S.

U of Iowa – 
PhD Clinical Psychology

Japan, Sicily, Marine Barracks DC

Currently stationed in Quantico
Hanging with the Chief of Naval Operations
Admiral (4 stars) 
– the highest ranking Naval officer



1995

Ebony Woodson, Class of 1995

US Army, Specialist, 4+ years
Combat Medic
Ft. Stewart, Ga

Tamika Alston, Class of 1997

US Navy

1997



1990 / 1992 / 1993 / 1996

The Basham family
Mom, US Army

Lori
1996

Doug
1990

US Army US Air Force
Security Police

Chris
1992

USMC

Marjorie

Brian
1993

US Army



1995

LaRue Mangum, Class of 1995
SFC, E-7

Camp Taji, Iraq – Operation Iraqi Freedom
328th Maintenance Team

Pennsylvania Army 
National Guard



1995Lee Rodgers, Class of 1995
US Army 3+ years

Heavy Construction Equipment Engineer

Ft. Leonard  Wood, Missouri
Ft. Campbell, Ky

National Training Center – Ft. Irwin, Calif



1995 / 1999 x2 / 2008

Scotland Strong
Army Strong

Penna National Guard Strong

L – R
LaRue Magnum – 1995
Taaj Cousin – 2008
Tahmeka Dade – 1999
J’Vanne Yancy - 1999

Southampton Road Philadelphia
Army National Guard Recruiting Center



1996

Ft. Bragg, NC
Automated Logistics Specialist

JROTC

Nasiya Johnson, Class of 1996
US Army Reserve, 2000 – 2014



1996 Scotland brothers for life

Dennis 
Brockington

Robb Avery
2nd grade, 1986

US Air Force
20+ years

US Air Force
25+ years

Bonn, Germany

Raising the next generation



1999 Devon Kilson, Class of 1999
US Army, 11B Infantry

Staff Sergeant E-6
1st Calvary Division

Resilience.
Discipline.

Pride.

From Philadelphia
to Scotland 

to Ft. Hood, Texas
to Colorado



2001
Felicia Mercado, Class of 2001

US Army, Sergeant First Class (Retired)

Combat Medic
Healthcare Specialist

Medical Logistics

Compassion.
Caring.

Supportive.



2009 The Final Class

Gilbert Motley
US Navy 2010 – 2024

Petty Officer First Class E-6
Aviation Ordnance

Armed. Always Ready. 
Misson Capable.



2013 8th grade when Scotland closed

Matt Haberle, Class of 2013
Pennsylvania Army National Guard, 2013-current

Sergeant First Class, E-7 ➔ Second Lieutenant
Intelligence Analyst

Staff  Sergeant E-6



2013

Matt Haberle, Class of 2013
Pennsylvania Army National Guard, 2013-current

Sergeant First Class, E-7 ➔ Second Lieutenant
Intelligence Analyst

Second Lieutenant
January 10, 2026Sergeant First Class E-7

8th grade when Scotland closed



1953

Special Tribute to the Class of 1960



Special Tribute to the Class of 1960



Special Tribute to the Class of 1960



Special Tribute to the Class of 1960



Special Tribute to the Class of 1960



Honor Roll
*this is but a small sample

Class Student Service

1951
1961

Betty Jane Reber Elko
David Marlett

US Air Force
US Navy 1961 – 1970

1964
1965

William L. Sandrus
Ron Ryan

US Air Force. RIP 2010
US Air Force, C-130 Gunship

1966 Roger Williams
Denny Jordan

US Air Force, Vietnam
US Air Force 

1967 Bruce Brakeman
Tony Croutz
Harold Elsesser
Allen Houser
Ken Orbin
Mike Portner
Bill Rhodes
Robert Sherlock

US Army
US Army, Vietnam

US Air Force
US Marine Corps
US Army
US Army, Warrant Officer
US Navy, Commander

1968 Paul Maxwell US Marine Corps



Honor Roll
*this is but a small sample

Class Student Service

Coverts Paul Covert '68
Dave Covert ‘69 
Steve Covert '70
Warren Covert '74 (RIP 2021)

US Marines
US Air Force
US Air Force
Air Force 

1973 Craig Koziar US Air Force Master Sergeant 20+ yrs

1981 Derrick T. Parham US Army. RIP 1991

1988 Gerald Eckenrod
Kurt Schmidt

US Air Force
US Air Force 

Names missing?
Contact Vickie Portner Cook, 

Robb Avery, or Bill Peck, Jr.



To our Scotland brothers and sisters
who went from Scotland uniforms to

the uniform of our country.

THANK YOU.



Epilogue



1899 



1899 











1962
1st grade



Class of 1980



Everybody became somebody

thanks to Scotland School



Everybody became part of a community …



thanks to Scotland School …



Miss Goldie Kirkpatrick

Miss Dawn Barnes

Miss Karen Cressler

Mrs. Jean Feasley

Ralph Dusman
Principal

“Children, please stand …”





There are too many to thank, but here 
are a few of the many.

From the Cadet Vets, and all Cadets – 
WE THANK YOU.

Jim Lowe ‘70 George Croutz ‘70



Scotland operated 1895 – 2009, 
but its roots go back to the Civil War and 

to Pennsylvania Governor 
Andrew Gregg Curtin

The next few slides describe the origins of the 
program and the start of Scotland School





From Camp Curtin Historical Society 













The Pennsylvania Soldiers’ Orphan Schools
1864-2009

The program existed for 65% of the time
of Pennsylvania’s statehood 

at the time the program closed in 2009



The Pennsylvania Soldiers’ Orphan Schools 
1864-2009

by Historic Archives

Thank you for watching.



The Pennsylvania Soldiers’ Orphan Schools 
1864-2009

by Historic Archives

For more information:

www.pa-soldiers-orphan-schools.org 

www.historic-archives.org 
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The Pennsylvania Soldiers’ Orphan Schools 
1864-2009

by Historic Archives

For more information:

www.pa-soldiers-orphan-schools.org 

www.historic-archives.org 
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